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CONDEMNATION, ad EXECUTION 


Ann Foſter © 


5-5 m was Arrained for a Witch) on FL 
_- the 22th of this Inſtane Awguft, at the place 


- of Execution at Northampton, 


Wick the Manner how She by her Malice and 
* VVitchcrafe ſer all the Barns and Cornon Fire belong- 
" ing to one Joſeph Weeden living in Eaftcoat, and be= 
witched a whole Flock of Sheep i in a moſt lamenea- 
ble manner, and betwitching all his Horſes, with his 
 *other Cattle, to the-urter Ruin and undoivg ot the (aid, 
" oſeph Weed:n, And allo.in what likenels the Devil 

; appeared to Her while (he was in Priſon, and the 
manger of her Deportment at her Tryal. 


———_— 


London, Printed for D, M, 1654. 
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A Full and True Relation of the Tryal, Condem- 
nation and Execution of Arn Foſter, (who was 
Arraigned for a Witch) on Saturday the 22th of 


this inftart Auguſt, at the place of Execution at 
Northampton, | 


Orwithſtanding © that -many- have | taken very 
great pains to-confute, by reaſon of the opinion 
fo long held in the-world, that there have been 
and are Wirches, arguing againſt che Expreſs Text of 
Scripture, Thou ſhalt not ſuffer a Witch to live and falſly 
finding out Sophilmes to make the Viech of Exdor, 1 
know not what Kind of: Cunning Women, taught only 
to play tricks by the Idolairous Prieſts ; for why ſhould 
a Law be made fo ſeverely againſt Witches if there had 
been none > or why (bould the Scriptupe record fo pe- 
culiar a'Story of the witch of Eder, if(he had known 
no more th ſome few Tricks of Legerdemain, and 
had nor had 'a particular converſe with Infernal Spi- 
Tits. 
Iay, notwithſtanding all the Clutter.theſe men havo 
made to introduce this unbeliet of witches into the 
World, by alleadeing firft char there is ro ſectiahirs-7 


2 witch in Scripture. And ſecondly, that tbe cn 


2 


& 
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of Witchcratt firlt of $3 from Heathen Fables, | 


1d_was_afterwards improved by Popiſh Impo?ures, 
and laughing ar. all the ſtrange and wonderful- Stories 
related by ſo many credible witneſſes in Confirmaci. 


0 of It, yer certamily thete- are-ſuch lewd and wicked 


prople, who give themſelves over to the Dominion of 
the Prince:of the Power 5f-the Air to have his aid and 
aififtance ' in” « xecuting: their Malice and. Revenge z of 
what-follaws will. bea very pregnant Teſtimony, which 
hs. ivs no !cfs true than it is ſad and wanderful, 


There lived and Nill liverh in the Town of Ealoat 
near Foſters-Booh in Northampton Shire , a Rich- and 


'ſubRantial; Grazier,, who happening aboue Aprel laſt, 


(when Mutton was very dear and-ſcarce) to have Killed 


x Sheep for the uſe of his'own Fatnily, there came if1. 
tohis houſe an old:woman who long had been obſerved 
'to be-muttering to herſelf, came into his Houſe, and 


would needs have ſome af his:Mutron, but ihe neither 


'willtig to ſpare-ir, nor-ſhe to give the price it was then 


wotth, the utterly refuled/ ro let her have any, where- 
upon ſhe went away murmerring and grumbling, and 
told him he bad as good have done whar ſhe defired, and 
tokher mony ; He took ſo. liccle notice of what ſhe 


fad; ehat ſome few days. after he did neg 3ll remgem- 
ber ir,” when. it happened, chat going into his- Paſture 
'he found thirty of his Sheep in a condition dead, and in 


a ſtrange and miſerable manner, their Leggs broke in 
picces, and their. Bones all ſhattered in- their Skins g 
whereupon amazed at the ſtrangeneſs ofthe yoturle, he 
| ear 
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ſent for feveral of his Neighbours to view them; who 
no" leſs: wondrihg at it then; he, 'entred into a ſufpitian * 
thar'they muſt needsbe bewiched, and $iviled him to 
zake: one of theris and burn it, for they ſaid, that they 
ad: heard it confidently. affirmed by. Men of reputed 
'knowledg, that upon doing ſo the Witch would appear; 
Whereupon, the honeſt Grazier, over-perſwaded by 
his Neighbours, rook one of the Sheep and threw it in- 
to the Fire z bur though they could by no means burn 
4t, yet immediately came the ſame old Woman runin 
in a great hurry, that would ſome days before have 
brought ſome of this Mutton, and ina mighty Chafe, 
asked him what he meant, to offer to burn his -Shcep, 
which fully increaſing his ſuſpition, having a Knife tn 
hand, and led, perhaps by char general opinion, thar 
fetching Blood of the Witch takes a way her power of 
doing any harm, he gave her alittle cur over the hand 
and fetching blood of her, ſhe little regarding and neg- 
InRting to apply any remedy to ir, it wrankled and ſwell'd 
extreamly, whereupon ſhe came. again, and threatned 
that ſhe would arreft and trouble him for it ; and he to 
avoid any thing of trouble, being a quiet Man, was con- 
tent to give her ewenty ſhillings rowards her cure, which 
ſhe had no ſyener teceived of him,but ſhe retwrned theſe 
or the like words, that that was the Divils mony, and 
that now (he had power enough to puniſh him, nor di 
ſhe delay to exccure her Malice, but ſoon after, bei 
aſſiſted by Saran, her Collcague, about the 22th. © 
Ma) laft ſer his Houſe and Barns on fire, and notwith- 


Randing all the belp of his Neighbours to quench it, ar y 
. cuulc 


SEARLE.  , CR 

*Eotild nothing prevail, bur thar one of his Bans was 
quite burnt to the pow , and ſometimes the fire would 
be in his wheat, ani ſomrimes in his Chambers, fo that 


they knew not which way to ttirn themſelves to extin? 


uiſh it, at length with much pain and labour and 
the good Spirit prevailing over the bad, they made a 
ſhift to put it out. without any confiderable damage to 
his houſhould Goods, ſave only that the: Barn th 
mentioned, was quite conſumed ; among the reſt of the 
Neighbours that came to aſhſt at this fire, came like. 
wiſe this old woman, who was obſerved to tell ſeveral 
of the others, that all they did, was but in vain, and 
that do what they could, they ſhould never be able to 
quench the fire, whereupon they were more and more 
confirmed in the former ſtrong preſumprtions they had, 
that all this miſchief was done by her deviliſh Art, and 
chereupon laying hands on this ſuſpsRed witch, carried 
her before the next Juſtice of thePeace, where being 
charged for having by Deviliſh praRiſes and combina- 
tion -with the Prince of Darkneſs ; firſt canſeed this 
poor mans Sheep to die in that ſtrange and mi- 
ferable manner, and afrerwards to kind- 
led the fire in his Barns and Houſes, ' ſhe freely 
confefſed all, and boaſted that The would make many 
more die as well as her ſelf + Upon which confeſſion of 
hers, . lhe was by Mittmmw from the : Juſtice of 
Peace committed to Northampton Goal, there to re- 

main till che nexr*Aſizes. 6g 6: 3 ; 
No ſooner: was ſhe brought in, but the Keepers of 
the Goal cauſed her to be Chained cloſe to a Poſt 
| that 
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at was in the Goal z but ſhe had not been long ſo tied 


betorc.ſhe br gan to {well in all parts of her. Body, that 
" cher Skin Sas . teady to burſt, which gauſed:bex. $0 cry 


out 4n a molt, lamcnable manner, t uch that; they 


were ſorged $0, Ungbain her again, /and to give hermaore 


Liberty that the Devil might come to ſuck' her, the 
whicli he uſually did, coming conſtantly about the dead 
time of the Night in the likeneſs of a Rat, which at his 
coming, made a moſt Jamentable and hideous noiſe 
which affrighted the people that did belong to the 
Goal, which cauſed many to come- and ſee her during 
her abode there, and ſeveral hath been with her when 
the Devil hath been coming to her, but could ſee no» 
thing but things like Rats, and heard a moſt terrible 


Noiſe ; Not long after, the Aﬀſizes being come, this 


' Witch that went by the Name of Anz Forſter, was cal- 


led to the Bar, and being asked whether ſhe were guil- 
ty of thoſe Crimes that were there alleadged againſt 
her : She at the firſt pleaded nor guilty, -but ir bein 

ſo evidently proved that ſhe was = Perſon that h 

committed all thoſe things before mentioned, ſhe then 
confeſſed, and ſaid that the Devil did provoke her to 
do all thoſe Miſchicſs, and. ſeeing that Senterce of 
Death was paſt upon her, She prayed to God to forgive 
her, and defired the Man (on whom ſhe had ſo much 
ſpent her Malice, which was to the Ruine of him) to 
r cor her likewiſe, for ſhe could no way make him 
amends but only by: ſatisfying the Law, according to 
the ſentence which was pronounced againſt her, She laid 


that. ſhe could bring out many-more that were as _ 
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